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Minutes of Executive Committee of Northumbria Area Ramblers 

held at 2 The Poplars, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne 
on Monday 17 February 2014 at 7 pm 

 
Present: 
Judith Taylor (Chair)  
Neil Allender (Tyneside – Area Sec) 
Jon Davison (Chester-le-St) 
Richard Fletcher (Walks Sec. Durham) 
Bill Gallon (Pennine Way Assoc., G’hd) 
 

Pauline Hawdon (Mins. – Ncle CHA/HF)  
Rob Hutchinson (S/land CHA/HF) 
Ann Key (Vice Chair & Publicity) 
Malcolm McVey (Area & Tyneside – Membership) 
Alan Mitcham (Northumbria – RoW Co-ord.) 

Tony Royston (Derwentside) 
Ian Tait (NWG, Prog. Co-ordinator) 
Dave Turnbull (Newcastle) 
Nuala Wright (Area Access Officer) 

    
1 Apologies for absence:  Mark Nugent, Arthur Quick. 

2 Minutes of the previous Executive Meeting were approved. 

3 Matters arising:  

 5.5 Amended to “Notice of future visits to proposed wind farm sites would be posted on the website and 
emailed to EC members and Group Secretaries whenever practicable”….  

 8.0 Unrecorded Ways – on hold as Roger Carpenter was willing help, but did not wish to be a leader. 

4 Coastal Access  (Nuala Wright) 

 Awaiting confirmation of opening date for this area from Natural England.  Cumbria opening on 11 April; RA 
doing special event 14-17 April.  Agreed we would like to do a North East event to obtain maximum publicity 
and raise our profile.  Durham Tourist Information wish to be involved but needed maximum notice.  As it 
passed through some mining villages, brass bands could be included.   

 Agreed to form a sub-group consisting of Nuala Wright, Richard Fletcher, Dave Turnbull, and Bill Gallon.  
Sunderland, Durham Hartlepool, South Durham and Tyneside groups, and walking gear 
manufacturers/retailers may also like to be involved.  Funds to be requested from Central Office. 

5 Website Update  

 It was set-up about 3 years ago and needed to be changed on a regular basis to make it more interesting 
and encourage people to look at the home page as well as their walks page.   

 Agreed to form a sub-group consisting of:  Tony Royston, Judith Taylor, David Crowe, Gill Dallow, and 
Dave Turnbull 

6 Training (Ann Key) 

A sample pro-forma was circulated at the meeting.  This, with dates of courses, would be included in Walk 
Northumbria (deadline 1st March) and on the website by 24 March.  The course outlines would also be 
included.  Group Secretaries to be notified and coaches to be circulated.  “Start Retail” were willing to 
display publicity in their shops  

7 Questionnaire  

 A group consisting of Malcolm McVey, Alan Mitcham and Judith Taylor would decide on the questions to be 
included and 10% of membership (220 approx.) would be targeted. 

8 Officers’ Reports. 

8.1 Rights-of-Way (Alan Mitcham):   

• Wind Turbines – a re-application had been made south of Wingates for 5 turbines of 127m high.  This 
was in addition to 6 turbines already constructed.  3 rights-of-way cross the site and it is an 
inappropriate area and would cause damage to the landscape.  In the light of recent strong winds a fall-
over distance had also to be considered. 

• Morley Hill Farm – Newcastle City Council had proposed closure of this footpath.  After a Public Inquiry 
on 27 November, the Inspector agreed that it should remain open.  Discussions were taking place with 
NCC to see if this could be officially diverted as there are obstructions in the way. 

• Northumberland County Council mapping website had been very user unfriendly and they now had a 
new system. The Local Access Forum were meeting with Head of IT to see if other devices could be 
introduced. 

• 18 months ago North Tyneside out-sourced the Rights-of-Way Service to Capita Assignments and there 
had been problems, possibly because Capita’s budget was controlled by the Council. 
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• On paper, South Tyneside appeared to have most footpath problems, but may keep better records than 
other areas.  Anastasia from Central Office wished to walk in the area.  Bede’s Way was suggested as it 
had a severe litter problem. 

8.2 Volunteering (Neil Allender) 

• Tyneside Ramblers were surveying footpaths on a monthly basis, replacing waymarkers, cutting back 
vegetation, and repairing stiles. 

• Hexham Ramblers target an area a year at a time. 

8.3 Open Access (Nuala Wright) 

• Application for temporary fencing in an Area of Outstanding Beauty had been made to allow vegetation 
to recover. 

8.4 Publicity (Ann Keys) 

• Agreed to purchase 5000 business cards, before the opening of Coastal Access in the North East.  
Richard Fletcher would do the design. 

9 Any Other Business 

9.1 Richard Fletcher, Rachel Orange and Nuala Wright were to attend General Council. 

9.2 Bill Gallon stated that next year was the 50th anniversary of the Pennine Way and had unsuccessfully tried 
to interest the GPO in a stamp.  He had walked most of the Heritage Way and would like to include lesser 
known walks on his blog with photographs.  The RA could adopt this and include them on the website.  A 
new “Isaac’s Tea Trail” could also be added to the website. 

  
Judith was thanked for her hospitality for the meeting which closed at 8.55 pm. 


